
Second Sunday of Advent  
December 5, 2021     

11:00 a.m. 
    

 

 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the 

baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s 

prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of 

hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. 

In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in 

capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 
 

Ascension Lutheran Church  
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(803) 786-6429 
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The Reverend Jackie Utley, Pastor   
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WELCOME VISITORS  

The Lutheran Liturgical Service is meant to be interactive. You will be able to 

follow & participate in today’s Order of Service using this Bulletin. There are 

helpful instructions italicized throughout but please ask a neighbor or the Usher 

if you have any questions. We invite you to partake in the Lord’s Supper (Holy 

Communion.) Please fill out the attendance slip located in the pews and place in 

the Offering Plate. We welcome and encourage children in the Sanctuary. 

However, there is a Nursery located at the very end of the main hallway. The 

Women’s Restroom is located through the left door, continuing through The 

Choir Room, then to the left. A Unisex/Handicap Restroom is located through the 

right door and is immediately to the left.  

 

SERVING ASCENSION TODAY 
Parish Pastor: The Reverend Jackie Utley   Parish Musician: Gregory Stone 

Asst. Minister: Seminarian Bridget Whately   Crucifer: Bridget Whately  

Lector:  Laura Browder     Usher: Billy Browder 

 
     

NOTICES 
TODAY  

Sunday, December 5th  – Second Sunday of Advent     

• 10:00 AM Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

• 11:00 AM Holy Communion Service 
 

The Altar Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God by the Members of Ascension.  
 

 

THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, December 8th     

• 5:00 PM Handbell Practice  

• 6:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Sunday, December 12th  – Third Sunday of Advent     

• 11:00 AM Holy Communion Service 

• Annual Congregational Meeting immediately following worship  
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Mask Procedures 
 

We have changed our worship procedures based on the recommendation of the 

SC Synod and the most recent CDC guidelines (July 2021) due to the new 

Delta Variant:  
 

• Fully vaccinated is considered at least 2 weeks after receiving your 2nd dose. 

• Due to the new Delta Variant of Covid-19, vaccinated and unvaccinated 

people should continue to wear masks and social distance. Therefore, MASKS 

ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL WORSHIPERS.  

• A temperature check will no longer be required.  

• We will resume using hymnals and singing in worship. 
 

We will continue:  

• Sanitizing hands upon entering Sanctuary. 

• “Passing the Peace” from your pew verbally. 

• Come up one household at a time to receive communion, stopping at tape. 
 

Other tips: 

• You may want to take your temperature before leaving home.  

• Stay at home if you feel sick especially with any of the following symptoms: 

high fever, cough, sore throat, stomach issues. EVEN IF YOU ARE 

VACCINATED. 

• Wash hands for 20 seconds and/or use sanitizer regularly. 

 

For questions or concerns please contact the office.  
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PRELUDE    Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen                                   Johannes Brahms 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Stand as you are able.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 

All  Amen. 
 

Pastor Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor God for whom we wait, 

All  in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 
 

Pastor God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon ! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven.  

You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow  

the way of peace. 

All  Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN   ELW   246   Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

Pastor  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor   Let us pray. 

     Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  

All By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Lector Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way 

for the kingdom of heaven is near. 

All  Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 

Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining 

in the darkness welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, 

for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 

Amen. 
 

 The first and second candles are lit.  
 

 Song 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah,  
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We sit. 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure 

the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 

refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 (Read responsively)        

Lector  68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

      you have come to your people and set them free. 
 

All  69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

        born of the house of your servant David.  
 

Lector   70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our  

   enemies, 71from the hands of all who hate us, 
 

All  72to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant. 
 

Lector   73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 

    74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 

All  free to worship you without fear, 75holy and righteous before you,  

 all the days of our life.  
 

Lector   76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

      for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
 

All  77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation  

    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 

Lector   78In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall   

  break upon us, 
 

All  79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

        and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

 

ANTHEM         Lo, How A Rose                                                  arr. Robert Groth 

                      The Ascension Ringers 
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SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the 

first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 

among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me 

to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 

share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 

the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 

more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is 

best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced 

the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise 

of God. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God.  

 

Stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd chapter 

All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 

the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 

high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness.  
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3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of 

the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 

of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 

the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 We sit.  

SERMON               

 

A brief silence for reflection. 
 

Stand as you are able.  
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW   255   There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 

 

Stand as you are able.  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Asst. Min.    As the called people of God,  

                     we profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

All     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
    

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,    

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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SONG OF PETITION 

The following will be sung before the Prayers of Intercession. 
 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

The Prayers of Intercession are “The Prayers of the People.” Therefore, we invite 

Lay members, visitors, and children to read the prayers marked “Lay Person.” 

After each petition: Pastor/Lay Person: Hear us, O God. All: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 

places that yearn for God’s presence. 
 

A brief silence.  

 

Lay Person You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your 

coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers 

confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness 

to your grace. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

Lay Person Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide 

them with shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with 

the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God.  
All Your mercy is great. 

 

(Prayers continue next page) 
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Lay Person Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work 

on behalf of those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 

immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who 

are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and 

reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

Lay Person Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly 

received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge 

accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for 

pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and 

our lives to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, 

oppressed, lonely, or ill. Grant them healing and wholeness. We 

especially pray for these members of our Church Family who are in the 

hospital, at home, or in care centers. Comfort their hearts and ours with 

your powerful presence:  
 

All  Tommy Boozer  Margarie Lever         Gene & Johann Roof  

Donna Clark  Pat Martin           Debbie Shumpert 

Ava Hudson   Lisa Mosely   Charlene Van Patten 

David Lever  Delores Richardson  Dorothy Van Patten  
   

Pastor And for those others we name aloud now on our lips or silently  

in our hearts… Hear us, O God. 

All  Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Pastor  We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more 

humbly remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we 

live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God.  
All Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. 

Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

 All  Amen. 
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PEACE 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All  And also with you. 

The people may greet one another verbally with “Peace be with you” or similar 

words from their pews while social distancing.  

 
We Sit.   

OFFERTORY    Lift Up Your Heads                                       arr. Robert Bitgood 

                         The Chancel Choir 

 

Stand as you are able 

OFFERING SONG  Canticle Of The Turning (vs. 3) 

From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears  ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.   
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. 

     God of our waiting and watching, 

All  we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all  

your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 

simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION + 
This meal is the Lord’s Supper of grace and is open to ALL Christians of 

any background or denomination. As Lutheran Christians, we believe in 

Christ’s true presence in, with, and under the elements. When giving the 

bread and the cup, the Pastor says, “The body of Christ, given for you.” & 

“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond with 

“Amen.” *If you require a gluten-free wafer or prefer grape juice, please 

let the Pastor know.* Children who have not received communion 

instruction are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
 

PREFACE FOR ADVENT 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 

whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the 

world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Pastor Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

       Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All  Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again 
 

Pastor With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

  full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and  

  resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

All   Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May  your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your 

light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

All  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Pastor All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

All  Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: The body of Christ, 

given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. and each person may respond: 

Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN   ELW   256   Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
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Stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 

All  Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Asst. Min. Let us pray. 

  Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 

All  By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

    Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

 All  Amen.   

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW   264   Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor  Go in peace. Christ is near. 

All  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Comfort, Comfort These My People              arr. Charles Callahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The service consists of liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and from The Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33678. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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PRAYER LIST – Our members, family, and friends with current needs: 

Delores Richardson 

Carol Funk 

Johann Roof 

Eleanor Jenkins, grandmother of Lily Jenkins 

Phyllis Hutchinson & family at the loss of her brother James Bassard 

Kennedy Smalls, great niece of Carol Funk  

Phillip & Lisa Cooper, relatives of Clinard Rawls 

Ara Adams, visitor 

Debra Butler, mother of Ken Butler 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stewardship/Receipts for Sunday, November 28, 2021:     Attendance: 15 

Program       $585.00 

Lose        $  20.00 

Poinsettias       $  12.00 

Stocking       $  35.00 

Total       $652.00  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DECEMBER SERVICE PROJECT 

STOCKINGS FOR  
LUTHERAN SERVICES CAROLINAS FOSTER CHILDREN 

We are collecting the following items to create 7 stockings (4 girls; 
3 boys) for Columbia area foster children ages 6 – 
8 years:  

• Individually wrapped hard candy 

• Individually wrapped chocolate bars  

• Hair accessories (combs, small brush, hair bows, etc) 

• Small toys, books, stuffed animals 

• Fuzzy socks 

• Childrens toothbrush 

 

Monetary donations are also accepted. Please mark 

offering envelopes with “Stockings.” Due Sunday, December 12th.  


