
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

11:00 a.m. 

 

 
 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of 

the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery 

of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism 

makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with 

Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. 

We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
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WELCOME VISITORS  

The Lutheran Liturgical Service is meant to be interactive. You will be able to 

follow & participate in today’s Order of Service using this Bulletin. There are 

helpful instructions italicized throughout but please ask a neighbor or one of the 

Ushers if you have any questions. We invite you to partake in the Lord’s Supper 

(Holy Communion.) Please fill out the attendance slip located in the pews and 

place in the Offering Plate. We welcome and encourage children in the 

Sanctuary. However, there is a Nursery located at the very end of the main 

hallway. The Women’s Restroom is located through the left door, continuing 

through The Choir Room, then to the left. A Unisex/Handicap Restroom is 

located through the right door and is immediately to the left. 

 

SERVING ASCENSION TODAY 
Parish Pastor: The Reverend Jackie Utley   Parish Musician: Gregory Stone 

Usher: Billy Browder       Crucifer: Bridget Whately  

Asst. Minister: Min. LaVone Griffin   Lector: Carol Funk 

           

**NOTICES** 
 

TODAY  

Sunday, May 2nd – 5th Sunday of Easter 

• 11:00 AM Holy Communion Service 
 

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Members of Ascension.   

 

THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, May 5th          

• 5:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 

Sunday, May 9th – 6th Sunday of Easter. Mother’s Day 

• 11:00 AM Holy Communion Service 
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While we are pleased to be back together worshiping in our Sanctuary, the safety of 

our Church Family and friends are our top priority. We are following CDC 

recommendations as well as gathering information from the SC Synod office. If our 

worshiping practices need to be altered, we will notify everyone via mail, email, 

and/or phone call.  

 

 You can help by:  
 

- Sanitizing your hands upon entering and leaving Sanctuary 

- Use a face mask unless you have trouble breathing or have a medical   

     condition that prevents you from wearing one. (Please let us know if  

     this is the case) 

- Sneeze or cough into your elbow even while wearing a mask 

- DO NOT USE HYMNALS. Everything you need is in the bulletin. 

- Use your own pen to label your offering envelope 

- Maintain 6ft of distance between your household and others at all time.  

- Come up one household at a time to receive communion, stopping at green  

     tape 

- Enjoy today’s music silently or while quietly sing or humming to yourself.  

Please do not sing out.  

 

Other tips: 
 

- You may want to check your temperature before leaving home 

- Stay at home if you feel sick especially with the following symptoms: high  

     fever, cough, sore throat, stomach issues. DO NOT ASSUME IT’S  

     JUST ALLERGIES/COLD!  

- Have offering envelopes ready beforehand 

- Wash hands for 20 seconds and/or use sanitizer regularly 
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PRELUDE    Earth and All Stars                                              Michael Burkhardt 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

All  Amen. 
 

Pastor Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor God of grace and glory, 

All  you have brought us through the night of sin 

into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. 

Make us alive in Christ, O God. 

Make us new as you make all things new. 

Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, 

renew us in grace, 

and restore us to living in your holiness, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Pastor Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! 

The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil deeds,  

washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, 

casts out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. 

Jesus Christ loves you and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood. 

To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 

All  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN MEDITATION    Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather 

While we are following safe practices, singing should be limited. You can enjoy 

today’s hymns by singing quietly to yourself, humming, or listening to the beautiful 

music and meditating on the lyrics. 
 

1 Here, O Lord, your servants gather, hand we link with hand;  

looking towards our Savior’s cross, joined in love we stand 

As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 

Jesus, savior, guide our steps, for you are the Way.  

 

3 Nature’s secrets open wide; changes never cease.  

Where, oh where, can weary souls find the source of peace? 

Unto all those sore distressed, torn by endless strife: 

Jesus, healer, bring your balm, for you are the Life.  

 

4 Grant, O God, an age renewed, filled with deathless love;  

help us as we work and pray, send us form above 

truth and courage, faith and pow’r, needed in our strife:  

Jesus, master, be our Way, be our Truth, our life.  

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

Pastor Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

All  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All  And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor    Let us pray. 

O God, 

you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.  

All Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of 

love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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We sit. 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up 

and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 

to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone 

guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage 

of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the 

slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For 

his life is taken away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, 

may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 
35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 

the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 

more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 

he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 

until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31 (Read responsively)   

Lector  25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

       I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 

All  26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

       Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 

    May your hearts live forever! 
 

Lector   27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

      all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
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All  28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

       who rules over the nations.  
 

Lector  29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

       all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before  

   the LORD. 
 

All  30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

      whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 

Lector  31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

       saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 

is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 

the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his 

Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the 

Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 

abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There 

is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first 

loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; 

for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 

whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 

who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God.   
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Stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION FOR EASTER 
 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter 

All  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 

make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 

spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 

by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 

fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 We sit.  

SERMON                

   

A brief silence for reflection. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      Abide with Me 

While we are following safe practices, singing should be limited. You can enjoy 

today’s hymns by singing quietly to yourself, humming, or listening to the beautiful 

music and meditating on the lyrics. 
 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.  

 The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

 When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

 help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

 

2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 

earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

change and decay in all around I see; 

O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

3 I need thy presence ev'ry passing hour; 

 what but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r? 

 Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

 Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me. 

 

Stand as you are able.  
APOSTLES’ CREED 

Asst. Min.  As the called people of God,  

we profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The Prayers of Intercession are “The Prayers 

of the People.” Therefore, we invite Lay members, visitors, and children to read the 

prayers marked “Lay Person.” After each petition: Pastor/Lay Person: Hear us, O 

God. All: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 

love. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Lay Person God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church 

abides in you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the 

whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your 

love. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

Lay Person You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the 

beauty of creation, may we seek vital connections among all that 

depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

Lay Person You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the 

earth assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear 

but with love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. 
All Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of 

your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide 

for the needs of all. We especially pray for these members of our Church 

Family who are in the hospital, at home, or in care centers. Comfort their 

hearts and ours with your powerful presence:  
 

All  Tommy Boozer  David Lever  Delores Richardson 

Donna Clark  Margarie Lever Debbie Shumpert 

Selma Foster  Pat Martin  Charlene Van Patten  

Ava Hudson  Lisa Mosely  Dorothy Van Patten 
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Pastor And for those others we name aloud now on our lips or silently  

in our hearts… Hear us, O God. 

All  Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Pastor  You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, 

may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. 

All  Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

 

PEACE 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All  And also with you. 

The people may greet one another verbally with “Peace be with you” or similar 

words from their pews while social distancing.  

 

We Sit.   

OFFERTORY    Queen of Heaven, Take a Look                             Charles Collin   
 
Stand as you are able 

OFFERING SONG   “Clapping” Doxology  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Asst. Min.   Let us pray. 

   God of love, 

   you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

All     Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

   Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

   for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

   Amen. 



 12 

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION + 
 

 

This meal is the Lord’s Supper of grace and is open to ALL Christians of 

any background or denomination. As Lutheran Christians, we believe in 

Christ’s true presence in, with, and under the elements. When giving the 

bread and the cup, the Pastor says, “The body of Christ, given for you.” & 

“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond with 

“Amen.” If you require a gluten-free wafer or prefer alcohol-free grape 

juice, please let the Pastor know. Children who have not received 

communion instruction are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you 

Pastor Lift up your hearts! 

All  We lift them to the Lord! 

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

All  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

 

PREFACE FOR EASTER  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name with these words:   
 

Pastor Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

All  God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Pastor Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

   to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to 

life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Pastor Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world.  
 

 Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your 

arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in 

the righteousness of Christ.  
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the 

Holy spirit, in your church, both now and forever.  

All   Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 

We sit. Communion will begin with Congregants on the right/Pulpit aisle. 

Congregants may exit their pew one household at a time to approach the Pastor to 

receive Holy Communion. Please maintain 6ft of distances between households at 

all times.  When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: The body 

of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. and each person may 

respond: Amen.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC 

Lamb Of God  

Come My Way, My Truth, My Life         Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death          Carl G. Glaser 
 

Stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 

All  Amen 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Asst. Min.    Let us pray. 

     Wellspring of joy,  

   through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

All     Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses,  

   that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

Pastor May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

 All  Amen.   

 

SENDING HYMN MEDITATION    Now the Green Blade Rises 

While we are following safe practices, singing should be limited. You can enjoy 

today’s hymns by singing quietly to yourself, humming, or listening to the beautiful 

music and meditating on the lyrics. 

 

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

 your touch can call us back to life again, 

 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Pastor  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia 

 

POSTLUDE   Highland Cathedral                                       arr. Charles Callahan 
 

 

 
The service consists of liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and from The Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33678. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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PRAYER LIST – Our members, family, and friends with current needs: 

Wendall Patton, friend of Billy Browder 

Henry Kendall, infant grandchild of friend of The Browders 

Ken Butler 

Debra Butler, mother of Ken Butler 

Patrick Lannigan, brother of Kelley Lannigan 

Cleo Morris, frequent visitor & neighbor of the church 

Jimmy Bryant, neighbor of the church 

Mary Schiefert, sister of Carol Funk 

Lutheran Services Carolinas Staff, Clients, and Foster Parents 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stewardship/Receipts for Sunday, April 25, 2021:  Attendance: 17 

Program  $336.00 

Loose  $  16.00 

Total  $352.00 


