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At Ascension, we celebrate the wonderful diversity of God’s family!  
Join YOUR hands with ours so we can  

REACH out together to serve in God’s name! 
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ALL ARE WELCOME!  

HOLY COMMUNION 11:00 a.m. 
The Rev. Jackie Utley, Pastor 

 

  
Office Phone #: 803-786-6429 
Office Hours: By Appointment  
Mailing Address: 827 Wildwood Ave., Columbia, SC 29203 
Pastor’s Email: ascension.elca@gmail.com 
Office Email: ascension.office827@gmail.com 
Website: www.ascensionlutherancolasc.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Ascension.ColumbiaSC 
 

Staff: 

Jackie Utley, Pastor – ascension.elca@gmail.com 

Laura Browder, Office Administrator – ascension.office827@gmail.com 

Greg Stone, Parish Musician – gstone@sc.rr.com 
 

Church Council:       

Ken Dobbins, Chairperson – kdobb007@gmail.com    

Pastor Jackie Utley, Vice Chairperson - ascension.elca@gmail.com 

Laura Browder, Secretary - ascension.office827@gmail.com  

Donna Clark - doneclark@gmail.com    

Pat Martin - patcm6900@aol.com 

Mike Lever - MLever@l-jinc.com 
 

Pastoral Support & Advisory Board: 

Billy Browder - bbjb1974@yahoo.com 

Catherine Garren - cgarren210@bellsouth.net 

Ken Dobbins - kdobb007@gmail.com 
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 Here we are in the Fall of a year that has so swiftly passed us by during a 

pandemic virus. While we are still in the midst of the pandemic, since 

having reopened for in-person worship here at Ascension the last Sunday 

in June, we are encouraged to continue gathering for worship, practicing 

social distancing and other safety measures as much as possible. I must 

say that I am somewhat elated that since reopening, we have experienced 

on-going visitation from neighbors within our community. Having visitors 

worship with us consistently is not to be taken lightly, especially during 

these unprecedented times. 

I am grateful that God’s grace has been and is sustaining us in our desire to gather as a 

worshipping community during this crucial time. There are a select few members who have been 

consistent in their worship attendance. I find it quite timely that I and a group of our members 

participate in a Leadership for Faithful Innovation training cohort, as has been suggested by our 

Synod leadership. This particular training cohort has been developed by Luther Seminary as a 

church-wide tool for pastors and a team of lay persons to discover what God is up to in their 

community. It is a 9-month training course that is being conducted virtually during this time. 

Other congregations within our Synod will also be participating in this cohort.   

 I might add that an invitation to participate in this type of cohort had been offered to me by 

our Synod in the past, which I decided against during that time. Since I have decided that now 

seems to be an opportune time to participate in this type of cohort, I have selected 5-6 members 

of the congregation to serve as a guiding team for this training. Our seminary field student, 

Bridget Whately will also participate as a team member. 

Starting this month, as our team will soon begin to take part in this training, I will be sure to 

keep the entire congregation posted of our progress. I am hopeful that our team’s participation 

in this faithful innovation cohort will be beneficial as a means of spiritual encouragement and 

growth, which will be shared with all other members of our congregation. As I look forward to 

our celebration of Reformation Sunday at the end of this month, my prayer and hope is that in 

our continual worshipping, we will be edified and God will be glorified. 

I am forever encouraged that in spite of this troubling pandemic virus, 

God is doing a new and great work in and among us. Thanks be to God! 

 

Autumn Blessings, 

Pastor Jackie 

 

 



 

Yes, We’re Open!  
We are holding in-person worship in the Sanctuary every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. While 

we are pleased to be back together, the safety of our Church Family and friends are 

our top priority. The Church Council is continuing to monitor the current COVID-19 

statistics. We are following CDC recommendations as well as gathering information 

from the SC Synod office. If our worshiping practices need to be altered, we will 

notify everyone via mail, email, and/or phone call. Upon arrival you will be asked to 

wear a mask, have your temperature checked with a no touch thermometer, and to 

sanitize your hands before entering the Sanctuary. Half the # of pews are available 

and we are worshiping in small groups.  

You can help by:  

*Sanitizing your hands upon entering and leaving Sanctuary 
 

*Use a face mask unless you have trouble breathing or have a medical  

      condition that prevents you from wearing one. (Please let us know if  

      this is the case) 
 

*Sneeze or cough into your elbow even while wearing a mask 
 

*DO NOT USE HYMNALS. Everything you need is in the bulletin. 
 

*Use your own pen to label your offering envelope 
 

*Maintain 6ft of distance between your household and others at all time.  
 

*One household at a time will approach Pastor to receive communion,  

     stopping at green tape and social distancing 
 

*Enjoy worship music silently or while quietly humming. Please do not  

     sing out.  
 

Other tips: 

*You may want to check your temperature before leaving home 
 

*Stay at home if you feel sick especially with the following symptoms:    

     high Fever, cough, sore throat, stomach issues. PLEASE DO NOT  

     ASSUME IT IS JUST ALLERGIES OR A COLD!      
 

*Have offering envelopes ready beforehand 
 

*Wash hands for 20 seconds and/or use sanitizer regularly 



 

 Diane Christofoli Reynolds, 71, of Columbia, SC died on 

August 23, 2020. Ms. Reynolds was born on October 27, 

1948 to Pietro Joseph and Carolyn Emelia Christofoli. She 

was preceded in death by Pietro Joseph (P.J.) and Carolyn 

Christofoli, who were long-time members of Ascension.      

 

Diane was loving mother and grandmother. She loved her 

granddaughter, Laurel, with all of her heart and was very 

proud of her. Diane also adored her parents and cared for 

them in their later years. She is now with them and with 

Jesus. Diane’s favorite time of year was Christmas time, 

and she especially loved her mom’s Christmas dinner. Diane was her son’s hero, 

defender, and champion. She was always there for him. Diane also dearly loved her 

younger brother and sister. Beth Cain and her cousin Anna Louise were her dearest 

friends. She was generous and kind and enjoyed helping people. She always had 

something positive to say and to share with others. Her cat, Little Girl, brought her 

much joy. Diane also had a deep appreciation for nature. She loved when it snowed, 

and she enjoyed visiting the lake and watching birds. 

Most of all, Diane loved the Lord Jesus and often times told her son to “know that 

the Lord is always with you”. 

Diane is survived by her son, Wayne Douglas Reynolds Jr; daughter-in-law, Louise 

Barron Reynolds; and granddaughter, Laurel Napier Reynolds. She is also survived 

by her brother, Joe Christofoli; sister-in-law, Laura Christofoli; and her sister, 

Marie Linna and Marie’s husband, Ron Linna. Diane’s nieces and nephews are: 

Tina Clifton, Pete Christofoli, and Michael Becker. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Faith Presbyterian Church, 1811 Dutch 

Fork Rd, Irmo, SC 29063. Thompson Funeral Home at Greenlawn Memorial Park 

is assisting the family.  

 

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her. 



 

Carolyn Lewis Harwell 
January 17, 1926 – September 7, 2020 

 

The graveside service for Carolyn Lewis Harwell, 

widow of Rivers O’Mearl Harwell will be held on 

Sunday, September 13th at 3:30 in the afternoon at the 

Sharpe Family Cemetery. The service will be conducted 

by The Reverend Jackie Utley of Ascension Lutheran 

Church, where Carolyn was a member, and The 

Reverend Timothea Sharpe. A webcast of the service 

will be available at ShivesFuneralHome.com at 3:30 

o'clock on Sunday, September 13th, 2020. Shives 

Funeral Home, Trenholm Road Chapel, is assisting the 

family.  

 

Mrs. Harwell died at home on September 7, 2020. Born on January 17, 1926 in 

Richland County at the home of her great-grandparents, George Washington and 

Sarah Caroline Faust Sharpe, she was the only child of the late Archie Drayton and 

Eula Lee Sharpe Lewis.  
 

Survivors include a son, Robert (Pat) Harwell; a daughter, Joyce (Billy) Browder; 

grandchildren, Jennifer (Percy) Barefoot, Jeffrey Browder, Laura Browder, Lloyd 

Jeffcoat, Wayne Aiken, and Paige Graves; great-grandchildren, Marley and Chance 

Barefoot, Lily Jenkins, Savannah Graves, Walker, Jackson and Caroline Aiken.  
 

She was predeceased by two sons, David and Johnathan Harwell; and her daughter-

in-law, Sandra Harwell.  
 

 

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her. 



 

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES 

The organ has finally returned from the extensive work that had to be 

done in order to keep it fully operational. Thanks to the generosity of 

this congregation, it will be able to lead worship for countless years to 

come. It is my plan to have a rededication of the instrument once the 

restrictions due to the pandemic are lifted. This rededication will be a 

recital that will demonstrate the different colors of the instrument. 

 

This month, the worship services will include a little more special 

music presented by a soloist. Our hymns will still be offered up in 

praise like we have been doing since the end of June; however, a 

soloist will periodically present an anthem during the offertory. The 

handbell choir will continue to present the Hymn of the Day every 

other Sunday. In this way, our worship services will have a little more 

variety in the way of music. In addition to special music, our Psalm 

will once again be done by a cantor. On the Sundays that a cantor 

presents the Psalm, the congregation will not respond. 

 

It is exciting to be able to include a little more special music during 

our worship services at Ascension. I am also excited about having the 

organ back to lead worship. 

 

As always, if anyone would like to be involved in our music ministry, 

please do not hesitate to reach out. Although our choir is not currently 

rehearsing, we could still utilize you as a soloist. We would also love 

to have you join us in the  handbell choir. 

 

 

 

If you would like to learn more about The Music Ministry at Ascension, 
contact our Parish Musician, Greg Stone, at 803-609-5124 or gstone@sc.rr.com 

 

mailto:gstone@sc.rr.com


 

 

The Handbell Choir will play an anthem on the 

following Sundays during worship: October 4th & 18th.   

 

Rehearsal Schedule 

Wednesdays at 6:00 PM: October 7th, 14th, 21st, & 28th   

Sundays at 10:15 AM: October 4th & 18th 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

M.O.R.E. Justice 
Midlands Organized Response to Equity & Justice 

 

COLUMBIA IS ONE OF THE DEADLIEST CITIES IN THE U.S. 

Did you know Columbia is the 43rd deadliest city in the United States?! 

That is out of over NINETEEN THOUSAND cities in the U.S.  
 

M.O.R.E. Justice is working to schedule a meeting with Mayor Benjamin, Chief 

Holbrook, and City Manager Teresa Wilson to discuss that something needs to 

change, and urge for GVI. People are being gunned down in the streets of Columbia 

every single week, and Group Violence Intervention is a proven strategy that 

reduces shootings and homicides in cities. 
 

We MUST build the people power it takes to make sure that GVI is implemented in 

our community, because the safety of our friends, family, and community is at 

stake. If you would like to learn more about the work of this justice ministry and 

Ascension’s M.O.R.E. Justice Team, contact Laura Browder at 803-786-6429/ 
 

“ He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the 

LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and 

to walk humbly with your God?”   

Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 

https://morejusticecolumbia.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35ec0a1fee7d22f9fee80d032&id=633327537c&e=5513a41cdf
https://morejusticecolumbia.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35ec0a1fee7d22f9fee80d032&id=b5e4e63652&e=5513a41cdf


 

SERVICE & OUTREACH 

 
ATTENTION: We are almost OUT of children’s books for our Free Little Library Box. 

Don’t want to spend a fortune at a bookstore? Stop by your local thrift & dollar 

stores the next time you’re out. You can also check out yard sales & public library 

sales or ask your neighbors & friends if they’d like to donate. We need books for 

children of all ages, especially with diverse characters. You can also make a 

monetary donation through your offering or the church office with “Children’s 

Books” marked in the memo. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

KEEP ME WARM Tanzania Layette Ministry 
Items from the “Tanzania Room” were packed into 180 

boxes and are on their way to our sister synod in 

Tanzania, Africa. It is time to start collecting and fill 

the room up again with the following items birth to 18 

months:  - Onsies -hats -gloves  

-socks -blankets  -PJs  -warm clothes  
 

 

 



 

CELEBRATIONS!! 

         

Birthdays 
21st Joyce Browder     30th Seth Cannon 

  

Did we miss your Birthday or Anniversary? Let us know so we can update our information on file.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SPECIAL SERVICES  

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY,  
October 25th  

Don’t forget to wear RED!  
 

 

 

 

 “All Saints Sunday” will be November 1st. If 

you would like the name of a loved one listed in 

the bulletin for the service, please fill out the 

form found in the Narthex or contact the office.  
 
  



 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Now is the time to pre-order your Poinsettias. 

The cost is $13.00 each. 

Forms are in the Narthex or contact the office 

with the following information: 

Name in memory or honor of 

Color of poinsettia: red, pink, or white 

Pre-order deadline is November 1st! 

Payment due by December 1st. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Thank you 

The family of Carolyn Lewis Harwell acknowledges with grateful appreciation  

your kind expression of sympathy. A note of thanks for all the thoughts and 

prayers, especially these past four months of Momma’s life. God gives us strength 

and memories to move into the next chapter of our lives, after the most difficult 

times. The meal provided by the church was delicious and much appreciated.  

Love, Joyce & Family.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monthly Scripture Readings 
 

 

October 4th –  18th Sunday after Pentecost 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an 

image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the 

vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to 

us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are 

nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and 

know the power of his resurrection. 

Isaiah 5:1-7 | Psalm  80:7-15 | Philippians 3:4b-14 | Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Prayer of the Day: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. 

Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, 

and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

October 11th –  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe 

away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not 

come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table 

before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which 

surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and 

we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting 

for the abundant life of God. 

Isaiah 25:1-9 | Psalm 23 | Philippians 4:1-9 | Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Prayer of the Day: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all 

peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your 

banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us 

into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2016-11-6/1758


 

October 18th –  20th Sunday after Pentecost 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 

purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor 

what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship 

reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly 

authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service 

of God and for the sake of the world. 

Isaiah 45:1-7 | Psalm 96:1-13 | 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 | Matthew 22:15-22 

 

Prayer of the Day: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by 

you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; 

redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

October 25th –  21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading from 

Leviticus. We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but 

also to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul shares 

the gospel with the Thessalonian community. In the confession of sins, we 

acknowledge that we have not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to 

hear the word of forgiveness and to be strengthened by word and meal to be 

signs of God’s love and mercy in the world. 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 | Psalm 1 | 1Thessalonians 2:1-8 | Matthew 22:34-46 

 
Prayer of the Day: O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the 

salvation of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and 

train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Our members, family, and friends with current needs: 

Family of Diane Christofoli Reynolds 

Family of Carolyn  Harwell 

Eleanor Jenkins, grandmother of Lily Jenkins 

Pat Harwell 

Pamela Moore & Family, friends of Phyllis Hutchinson 

Clinard Rawls 

Gene & Johann Roof 

Charles Garren & Kay Garren (caregiver) 

O’Neil Derrick & Dianne Derrick (caregiver) 

Dave Conant, Friend of Greg Stone 
Bear Sheneman (6 yrs. old with severe health issues), friend of the Browder 

Family  
 

Members in care centers and at home: 

O’Neil Derrick          Margarie Lever             Charlene Van Patten  

Theresa “Beth” Frick Lisa Mosely  Dorothy Van Patten        

Ava Hudson  Delores Richardson   

David Lever                  Gene Roof   
 

Members with special/long term needs: 

Pete Currie                  Clinard Rawls            

Donna Clark                Debbie Shumpert  

Donna Johnson              
 

Our family and friends with long term needs: 

Russ Anderson, former pastor of Ascension 

Dianne Browder, sister of Billy Browder 
Jim Burgess, brother-in-law of Deborah Crews 
Lynette Funk, daughter-in-law of Carol Funk 
Nancy (Sharpe) & Kenny Glenn, relatives of Joyce Browder 
Barb Hessenthaller, sister of Carol Funk 
Marian and Steve Hudson, Ava Hudson’s daughter-in-law and son 
Eleanor & Michael Jenkins, relatives of Lily Jenkins 



 

Francis Jordan, mother of Ruben Jordan and Leisure Time Member  

Conner Miller & Ian Miller, grandsons of Ken Dobbins 
Dihue Paisley, friend of Pastor Jackie 
David Rhyne, friend of Debbie Shumpert 
Cindy Ritchie, friend of Deborah Crews 
Matt Robinson, friend of the Garrens 
Carrie Schilling, friend of Catherine Garren 
Jerry Stone, father of Greg Stone 

Harmon Utley, Jr., brother of Pastor Jackie 
William Utley, brother of Pastor Jackie 
Charlie Whyde, friend of Ken Butler 
 

Our Neighbors & Community: 
The Dowdy House residents & staff  
Eau Claire Community Council  
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary  
Seminary Ridge Neighborhood Association   
South Carolina Hispanic Outreach staff and clients 
 

Our ELCA & SC Synod Ministries:  
The Evangelical Lutheran Churches of America & Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
The South Carolina Synod of the ELCA & Bishop Herman Yoos 
Sagrada Familia & Cristo Rey Lutheran Churches & The Rev. Jorge Leone 
S.C. Lutheran Men in Mission & “One Year to Live” participants 
Journey Ministry & Minister LaVone Griffin 
Lutheran Services Carolinas 
 

Our Ascension Groups & Ministries: 
Members of the Church Council & Ken Dobbins, Chairperson 
Members of the Choirs & Greg Stone, Parish Musician  
The Adult Sunday School Class 
The Service & Outreach Committee 
M.O.R.E Justice Team & Laura Browder, Team Leader 
Ascension’s “Free Little Library” Box & participants 
The Leisure Time Group & Carol Funk, Chairperson 
The Parish, Administrative, & Grounds Keeping Staff 
Our Hospitality Representative Delores Richardson 
“Share the Joy” Worship Volunteers  
 

 
 

 



 

Closing Prayer:  A Prayer for Pastor’s Appreciation Month    
 

A Prayer for My Pastor 
 

Lord Jesus, 
 

You are our great Good Shepherd. What's more, you have graciously given 
pastors to your church on earth to shepherd your people as your representatives. 
Thank you! 
 

Thank you especially for our Pastor here at Ascension, Rev. Jackie Utley.  
Stir up the gifts you have placed in all your pastors for doing your work among us 
(1 Timothy 4:14). 
 

Teach them the kindness and gentleness toward others that only you can teach  
(1 Timothy 5:1–2). 
 

Lead all of us to honor their preaching and teaching, to listen, believe, and obey  
(1 Timothy 5:17). 
 

Protect your pastors’ health and family from the attacks of the evil one, and draw 
all family members closer to you and to one another (Titus 1:6). 
 

Remind them daily of your help and support; of your suffering, death, and 
resurrection; and of the crown of glory you have promised your faithful servants—
a glorious crown that will never fade away (1 Peter 5:4).  
 

Work in all of us so that we submit gladly to your called pastors’ leadership, 
recognizing the authority and responsibility you have established in your church. 
Help us to live together in peace and zeal for your Gospel so that on the day you 
call her/him to give an account, may it be a joy for them, not a time of grief 
(Hebrews 13:17). 
 

Open our hearts to be truly thankful for our Pastor’s work among us. Open our 
eyes to see ways to be more supportive and encouraging. Show us how to overlook 
faults and to celebrate the gifts you have poured out on us in her. 
 

All for the glory of Christ Jesus and the growth of his kingdom.  
In his precious name we pray.  
Amen. 

© 2009 CTA, Inc. Used with permission. 


