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WELCOME VISITORS  

The Lutheran Liturgical Service is meant to be interactive. You will be able to 

follow & participate in today’s Order of Service using this Bulletin. There are 

helpful instructions italicized throughout but please ask a neighbor or one of the 

Ushers if you have any questions. We invite you to partake in the Lord’s Supper 

(Holy Communion.) Please fill out the attendance slip located in the pews and 

place in the Offering Plate. We welcome and encourage children in the 

Sanctuary. However, there is a Nursery located at the very end of the main 

hallway. The Women’s Restroom is located through the left door, continuing 

through The Choir Room, then to the left. A Unisex/Handicap Restroom is 

located through the right door and is immediately to the left. 
 

SERVING ASCENSION TODAY 
Parish Pastor: The Reverend Jackie Utley   Parish Musician: Gregory Stone 

Assistant Minister: Minister LaVone Griffin  Usher: Billy Browder  

Lector: Mike Lever      Crucifer: Billy Browder 

 
 

**NOTICES** 
 

TODAY  

Thursday, December 24th  

• 3:00 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

• 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of Mr. O’Neil Derrick’s 

100th Birthday by Dianne Derrick.   

 

THIS WEEK          

Friday, December 25th  

• The office will be closed in observance of the Christmas Holiday.  

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Sunday, December 27th  First Sunday of Christmas 

• 11:00 AM Word and Service 
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While we are pleased to be back together worshiping in our Sanctuary, the safety of 

our Church Family and friends are our top priority. The Church Council is 

continuing to monitor the current COVID-19 statistics. We are following CDC 

recommendations as well as gathering information from the SC Synod office. If our 

worshiping practices need to be altered, we will notify everyone via mail, email, 

and/or phone call.  

 

 You can help by:  
 

- Sanitizing your hands upon entering and leaving Sanctuary 

- Use a face mask unless you have trouble breathing or have a medical   

     condition that prevents you from wearing one. (Please let us know if  

     this is the case) 

- Sneeze or cough into your elbow even while wearing a mask 

- DO NOT USE HYMNALS. Everything you need is in the bulletin. 

- Use your own pen to label your offering envelope 

- Maintain 6ft of distance between your household and others at all time.  

- Come up one household at a time to receive communion, stopping at green  

     tape 

- Enjoy today’s music silently or while quietly sing or humming to yourself.  

Please do not sing out.  

 

Other tips: 
 

- You may want to check your temperature before leaving home 

- Stay at home if you feel sick especially with the following symptoms: high  

     fever, cough, sore throat, stomach issues. DO NOT ASSUME IT’S  

     JUST ALLERGIES/COLD!  

- Have offering envelopes ready beforehand 

- Wash hands for 20 seconds and/or use sanitizer regularly 
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PRELUDE Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen                                Johannes Brahms 

                       (1833-1897) 
 

The Rose                 Gordon Young 

                       (1919-1998) 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Stand as you are able.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who was in the beginning, 

who makes a dwelling among us, 

who covers us with justice and mercy. 

 All   Amen. 

 

Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Pastor  God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

All   we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Pastor  Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

God forgives us all our sins, 

not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

All   Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL ANTHEM  I Wonder As I Wander            John Jacob Niles  

                                   Ms. Kelley Lannigan,  mezzo-soprano                 (1892-1980)                                      

 
CHRISTMAS DIALOG AND GREETING 

Pr The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

All The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

Pr  Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

All We have beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

 Father. 
 

Pr  For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

All In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 

Pr  May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor  Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence 
 

Almighty God,  

you made the holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  

All  Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence 

  and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;  

through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen 

 
ANTHEM       The Coventry Carol               arr. Lula Rayer Ramsdell 

    The Ascension Ringers                           16th century English Carol 
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We Sit. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2–7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.  

All Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 96           Crystal Freie, cantor   
 

1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods.  
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

   power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD.  
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

   tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
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10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will  

judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 

    let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  

     let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing,  

  O LORD, for you come to | judge the earth. 
13You will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peoples | with your truth. 

  

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11–14 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 

self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 

gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 

a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.  

All Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Go Tell It on the Mountain 

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.   

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere;  

go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2:1–14 (NKJV)  

Pr The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

All Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was 

governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 
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6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be 

delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 

cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to 

you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward 

men!”  
 

Pr The Gospel of the Lord! 

All Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

We Sit 

SERMON  

 

We Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 

Handbell Anthem    O Little Town of Bethlehem         arr. Sharon Elliott Cheek 

   The Ascension Ringers        Phillip Brooks (1825-1893) 
 

 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

 cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

 oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

After each petition: Pastor: Hear us, O God. All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Pastor        The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout  

the world proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite 

the voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing. 

Hear us, O God. 

All  Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor        Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, 

fields, and those who tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of  

nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May  

our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. 

Hear us, O God. 

All             Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor        The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this 

world. Hush the noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire  

leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable provision for all  

in their care. Hear us, O God. 

All             Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor        Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents  

and expectant parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially 

those running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape  

and size with your love and care. Hear us, O God. 

All             Your mercy is great.  
 

Pastor        Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and  

reassurance to those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and 

those without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or 

anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting. Hear us, O God. 

All  Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Pastor The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you 

thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and 

deed. Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your eternal 

throne. Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

Pastor God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these 

and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

All  Amen. 

 

PEACE 

Pr The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All And also with you. 

The people may greet one another verbally with “Peace be with you” or similar 

words from their pews while social distancing.  

 

We Sit 

OFFERING    Carol of the Bells          arr. Robert Groth 

       The Ascension Ringers 

 

We Stand 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;  

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. 

"Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;  

with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Asst. Minister   Let us pray. 

          Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown,  

bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 

All   Nourish us at your banquet table, 

that with all who welcome your birth 

we may proclaim your peace, 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION + 
 

This meal is the Lord’s Supper of grace and is open to ALL Christians of 

any background or denomination. As Lutheran Christians, we believe in 

Christ’s true presence in, with, and under the elements. When giving the 

bread and the cup, the Pastor says, “The body of Christ, given for you.” & 

“The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond with 

“Amen.” If you require a gluten-free wafer or prefer alcohol-free grape 

juice, please let the Pastor know. Children who have not received 

communion instruction are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you 

Pastor Lift up your hearts! 

All  We lift them to the Lord! 

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

All  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

 

PREFACE FOR CHRISTMAS 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the 

eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 

made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name with these words:   

 

Pastor Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

All  God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Pastor Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

  Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

  Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

  Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 

  Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

  Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  

gave  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

     Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  

  drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

     shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Pastor Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Pastor  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

  full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and  

  resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 

All   Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.  

May  your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your  

light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

All   Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

Pastor  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God  

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

All   Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. 

Come meet Christ in this meal. 

 

We sit.  

COMMUNION MEDITATION  

Lamb of God 

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM   Do You Hear What I Hear?    Words: Noel Regney 

     Ms. Crystal Freie, soprano     Music: Gloria Shayne 

  
Communion will begin with Congregants on the right/Pulpit aisle. Congregants 

may exit their pew one household at a time to approach the Pastor to receive Holy 

Communion. Please maintain 6ft of distances between households at all times.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: The body of Christ, 

given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. and each person may respond: 

Amen.  

 

After all have returned to their places, stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 

All  Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Asst. Minister Let us pray. 

   We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us from your very self 

with the body and blood of Christ. 

All   Through this mystery, send us forth 

to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE CANDLELIGHTING 

The Pastor lights a large candle from the Christ candle, which symbolizes Christ, 

the Light of the world of whom John's gospel speaks. The usher light their candles 

from the Pastor’s candle, then light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. 

(Note: The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving 

light to another.) 
  

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: John 1:1–14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8He himself 

was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him.  12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
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HYMN MEDITATION  Silent Night, Holy Night 

While we are following safe practices, singing should be limited. You can enjoy 

today’s hymns by singing quietly to yourself, humming, or listening to the beautiful 

music and meditating on the lyrics. 

 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

The candles are extinguished.  

 
BLESSING 

Pastor Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

 All  Amen 
 
PROCESSIONAL ANTHEM    O, Holy Night             Adolph Adam                                                               

       Ms. Kelley Lannigan, mezzo-soprano                    (1803-1856)                                                   

 

DISMISSAL 

Pr Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.  
All Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE     Joy To The World        Michael Burkhardt    
 

 
The service consist of liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and from The Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33678. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Christmas Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God 
In Loving Memory of: 

 

*Marjorie Browder by Billy & Joyce Browder 

*Carolyn Harwell by Billy & Joyce Browder 

*Buddy & Judy Garren by Catherine Garren 

*Fred Griffin by Min. LaVone Griffin 

*Renee M. Hutchinson by Phyllis B. Hutchinson 

*Charles T. Hutchinson,Jr. by Janine Greene & Scott Hutchinson 

*Judy Garren by Lily Jenkins 

*Tommy & Evelyn Kerr by Nancy Kerr 

*Louise Taylor by Nancy Kerr 

*Kenneth Lannigan by Kelley Lannigan 

*Luther & Lessie Lentz by Russ Lentz 

*John & Pate Derrick and Talley & Irene Roof  
by Gene & Johann Roof 

*Stephen Roof by Gene & Johann Roof 
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Christmas Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God  
In Honor of: 

 

*Pastor Jackie Utley by Ascension Members 

*Minister LaVone Griffin by Ascension Members 

*Greg Stone by Ascension Members 

*Laura Browder by Ascension Members 

*Lily Jenkins by Laura Browder 

*Greg Stone by Carol Funk & Ken Dobbins 

*Pastor Jackie Utley by Carol Funk & Ken Dobbins 

*Annie Griffin by Min. LaVone Griffin 

*Pastor Jackie Utley, Laura Browder, and Greg Stone 
by Russ Lentz 

*Margarie Lever by Mike & Holly Lever 

*Evelyne and Charlie Henson by Gene &  Johann Roof 

*Members of the Ascension Handbell Choir: Laura Browder, 
  Ken Butler, Carol Funk, Pastor Jackie Utley,  

& Bridget Whately by Greg stone 
 
The Advent Altar Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God 

by the Members of Ascension. 
 

The Christmas Eve Altar Flowers are given to 
the Glory of God in honor of O’Neil Derrick’s 100th Birthday 

by Dianne Derrick. 
 

 
 


